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1 Introduction 

1.1 About This Document 

The Getting Started document describes how to perform common application packaging tasks 

with the help of PACE Suite. 

 

1.2 Glossary 

MSI 

MSI is an installer package file format used by Windows. Its name comes from the 

program's original title, Microsoft Installer, which has changed to Windows Installer. 

MSI files are used for installation, storage, and removal of programs. 

MST 

MST is a settings file used by Microsoft Windows Installer, a component of the 

Windows operating system that enables software installations. It contains software 

configuration options, allows custom parameters for the installation. 

APPV 

Microsoft Application Virtualization (also known as App-V; formerly Softricity 

SoftGrid) is an application virtualization and application streaming solution from 

Microsoft. 

APPX 

APPX is the file format used to distribute and install Universal Windows Platform 

(UWP) apps on Windows 8.x and 10, Windows Phone 8.1, Windows 10 Mobile, Xbox 

One, Hololens, and Windows 10 IoT Core. 
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2 PACE Overview 
PACE Suite consists of the following components: 

Tool name Major functions  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ Undo-redo any manipulation and see the changes highlighted 

in the MSI tables 
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2.1 Installation & Activation 

2.1.1 Software Prerequisites 
Ensure that a target system contains necessary software prerequisites: 

OS 

Windows 10/8.1/8/7 SP1, Windows Server 2016/2012/2008 R2 SP1 
 

NOTE Building Universal Windows Platform app packages (APPX) is available 

under Windows 10 or Windows Server 2016 or newer. 

Middleware 

Microsoft .NET Framework 4.6.2 (https://www.microsoft.com/en-

us/download/details.aspx?id=53345) or higher. 
 

NOTE For building THINAPP packages, ensure that your system contains 

VMware ThinApp (5.0.0/5.0.1/5.1.0/5.1.1/5.2.0) installed. 
 

NOTE For publishing MSI packages to Microsoft SCCM 2007 (SP1/SP2/R1/R2) or 

SCCM 2012 (SP1/SP2/R2/R2 SP1) server, ensure that your system contains 

Microsoft Management Framework 3.0 and Windows Remote Management 

(WinRM) service enabled. 

Privileges Administrative privileges on the system. 

 

2.1.2 Hardware Prerequisites 

Ensure that a target system fulfils the minimum hardware conditions: 

Processor 

32-bit (x86) or 64-bit (x64) processor at 2 GHz or greater 
 

NOTE To repackage 64-bit applications or create 64-bit App-V packages, use 

PACE Suite on a 64-bit Windows operating system. 

RAM 2 GB 

Hard drive 

free space 

1 GB 

NOTE Additional storage is required for your projects and packages and 

depends on their size and quantity. 

Display 1280 x 768 resolution or higher. 

  

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=53345
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=53345
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2.1.3 Installing PACE Suite 
PACE Suite installation checks whether your license is compatible with the current PACE Suite 

version and whether your system meets minimum software requirements. Note that the installation 

requires the administrator privileges. 
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2.1.4 Activating PACE Suite 
If you have installed PACE Suite with the Skip entering a product key now option or your current 

license is expired, you can activate your copy of PACE Suite with the provided license key. 

As PACE Suite consists of MSI Editor, MSI Generator and Docu Generator, you have to activate all 

these products separately. 

 

 

 

 

https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/help/287816/line-breaks-are-removed-in-posts-made-in-plain-text-format-in-outlook
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3 How-To Manuals 
We regularly publish PACE Suite educational videos on YouTube. Please subscribe to our channel. 

 

3.1 New MSI 

Choose a scenario that better suits your needs: 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.1 Create Blank MSI 
Create a new empty MSI database in MSI Editor, add folders, files, registry entries and shortcuts 

directly to the MSI package. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCOIrfWNJe586t-rUljhwAvQ
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INI handling  

Save valid INI files to the ôIniFileõ table; 

invalid ones to the ôFileõ table 

(recommended) 

INI files, which comply with the INI file format, will be saved 

to the ôIniFileõ table. 

All other INI files, which contain unsupported data, will be 

saved to the ôFileõ table as binary files. 

Save all INI files to the ôFileõ table 
All INI files will be saved only to the ôFileõ table as binary 

files.  

Save only valid content of all INI files to 

the ôIniFileõ table and then duplicate all 

INI files to the ôFileõ table 

A valid content of all INI files will be saved to the ôIniFileõ 

table, and then all INI files will be saved to the ôFileõ table as 

binary files. 

This allows installing INI files to the target system keeping 

their original structure with unsupported data, and update 

the necessary INI file values. 

 

 

Target feature 

 

Manage features automatically 

The specific PACE features will be created (or used if they 

exist) for the components, containing the imported files. 

Feature structure is based on the packaging best practices 

and depends on the destination location of files.  
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<a feature, selected from the list>  
Components with files will be assigned to a feature, 

selected from the list. 
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Feature settings  

Manage features automatically 

The specific PACE features will be created (or used if they 

exist) for the components, containing the imported 

registry. Feature structure is based on the packaging best 

practices and depends on the registry key location.  

<a feature, selected from the list>  
Components with registry will be assigned to a feature, 

selected from the list. 

 

 

Values with special symbols 

Escape square bracket characters to 

deliver original values 

Values in square brackets, displayed in the list, will be 

saved to MSI as ordinary strings using the general rules for 

escaping the special characters. This approach guarantees 

the delivery of the imported registry entries to the target 

system with their original values. 

Process values in square brackets as MSI 

properties 

Values in square brackets, displayed in the list, will be 

saved to MSI as MSI properties. Thus, each MSI property 

will be replaced with its value during the MSI installation. If 

a property does not exist in MSI during the installation, it 

will be replaced with the blank value. 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.7 

pg. 30 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.7 

pg. 31 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.7 

pg. 32 

 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.7 

pg. 33 

 

 

3.1.2 Generate MSI from Scratch 
Create a new empty project in MSI Generator, add folders, files, registry entries and shortcuts to 

this project and then generate the MSI package from this project. 
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