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1 Introduction 

1.1 About This Document 

This is a Getting Started document describing how to perform common application packaging 

tasks with help of PACE Suite. 

 

1.2 Glossary 

MSI 

MSI is an installer package file format used by Windows. Its name comes from the 

program's original title, Microsoft Installer, which has changed to Windows Installer. 

MSI files are used for installation, storage, and removal of programs. 

MST 

MST is a settings file used by Microsoft Windows Installer, a component of the 

Windows operating system that enables software installations. It contains software 

configuration options, allows custom parameters for the installation. 

App-V 

Microsoft Application Virtualization (also known as App-V; formerly Softricity 

SoftGrid) is an application virtualization and application streaming solution from 

Microsoft. 
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2 PACE Overview 
PACE Suite consists of the following components: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Undo-redo any manipulation and see the changes highlighted 

in the MSI tables 
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2.1 Installation & System Requirements 

2.1.1 Software Prerequisites 
Ensure that a target system contains necessary software prerequisites: 

OS Windows 10/8.1/8/7 SP1, Windows Server 2012/2008 R2 SP1 

Middleware 
Microsoft .NET Framework 4.6.1 (https://www.microsoft.com/en-

us/download/details.aspx?id=49981) or higher. 

Privileges Administrative privileges on the system. 

 

2.1.2 Hardware Prerequisites 
Ensure that a target system fulfils the minimum hardware conditions: 

Processor 

32-bit (x86) or 64-bit (x64) processor at 2 GHz or greater 

NOTE To repackage 64-bit applications or create 64-bit App-V packages, use 

PACE Suite on a 64-bit Windows operating system. 

RAM 2 GB 

Hard drive 

free space 

1 GB 

NOTE Additional storage is required for your projects and packages and 

depends on their size and quantity. 

Display 1280 x 768 resolution or higher. 

 

  

https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=49981
https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/download/details.aspx?id=49981
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2.1.3 How to Install PACE Suite 
We strongly recommend using PACE installation, because it checks whether your license is suitable 

with the current PACE Suite version and whether your system meets minimum software 

requirements. Note that the installation requires the administrator privileges. 
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2.1.4 Using Portable Distributive 
Before using portable version of PACE Suite, please ensure that your system fulfils the necessary 

conditions. 
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3 How-To Manuals 

3.1 New MSI 

Choose a scenario that better suits your needs: 

 

 

 

 

 

3.1.1 Create Blank MSI 
Create a new empty MSI package in MSI Editor and add necessary resources directly to MSI tables. 
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3.1.2 Create MSI from Scratch 
Create a project file in MSI Generator, import necessary resources to the project and generate 

ready to install MSI package. 
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3.1.3 Repackage EXE to MSI 
Recapture your source installation (EXE, MSI, VBS, CMD, etc.) into MSI package using MSI 

Generator. 
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3.1.4 Capture System Changes to MSI 
Capture any changes, made to the file system or registry into MSI package using MSI Generator. 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 26 

 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 27 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 28 

 

 

  



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 29 

3.2 New MST 

Choose a scenario that better suits your needs: 

 

 

 

 

3.2.1 Create Blank MST 
Create a new empty transform file (MST) for your MSI package using MSI Editor. All changes, made 

to the opened MSI database, will be saved to the MST file. 

NOTE You can skip creating a blank MST at the very beginning and save all your changes, made 

to the opened MSI database, to the MST file at any time you need by selecting MENU -> Save as 

MST.  
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3.2.2 Create Response MST 
Capture all your inputs and changes, made to the Windows Installer UI dialogs of the MSI 

installation, and save them to the MST file using MSI Generator. The MSI installation will be 

simulated, which allows capturing all necessary changes very promptly and without affecting your 

real system. 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 33 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 34 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 35 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 36 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 37 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 38 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 39 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 40 

 

3.2.3 Capture System Changes to MST 
Capture any changes, made to the file system or registry into MST file, generated against the 

selected MSI package using MSI Generator. 
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3.3 New MSP 

Choose a scenario that better suits your needs: 

 

 

 

3.3.1 Create MSP Based On Difference 
Create a Patch (MSP) package, based on differences between two MSI packages: (1) the recent 

MSI, opened in MSI Editor; (2) the previous version of MSI, selected as an ‘Original MSI’ one in the 

Wizard. 
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3.3.2 Save Changes to MSP 
Save all changes, made to the opened MSI database in MSI Editor, as a Patch (MSP) package. 
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3.4 New App-V 

Choose a scenario that better suits your needs: 

 

 

 

3.4.1 Create App-V from Scratch 
Create a project file in MSI Generator, import necessary resources to the project and generate 

ready for deployment App-V 5.0/5.1/1607 (5.2) package. 
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3.4.2 Repackage EXE to App-V 5.x 
Recapture your source installation (EXE, MSI, VBS, CMD, etc.) into App-V 5.0/5.1/1607 (5.2) package 

using MSI Generator. 
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3.5 New ThinApp 

Choose a scenario that better suits your needs: 

 

 

NOTE Ensure that the target system contains necessary software: 

VMware ThinApp (5.0.0/5.0.1/5.1.0/5.1.1/5.2.0) 

 

3.5.1 Create ThinApp from Scratch 
Create a project file in MSI Generator, import necessary resources to the project and generate 

ready for the deployment ThinApp package. 
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3.5.2 Repackage EXE to ThinApp 
Recapture your source installation (EXE, MSI, VBS, CMD, etc.) into ThinApp package using MSI 

Generator. 
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3.6 Edit MSI/MST 

3.6.1 Pre-Condition 
Open an MSI package following the instructions below: 
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3.6.2 Files and Folders 

3.6.2.1 Add Standard MSI Folder 
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3.6.2.2 Add Custom Folder 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 83 

 

 

 

3.6.2.3 Import Files and COM Information 

NOTE MSI Editor allows extracting and importing registration information of COM objects from 

the selected (*.DLL, *.OCX, *.LTB) files. 
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Settting 

group 
Selected Value Description 

INI files 

 INI files, which do not contain comments or other unsupported 

INI data, (standard) will be saved to the IniFile table. All other INI 

files, which contain comments or other unsupported INI data 

(non-standard) will be saved to the File table as regular files. 

 
All INI files will be saved only to the File table as regular files. 

 

All INI files files will be saved to the File table as regular files and 

additionally all these INI files will be duplicated to the IniFile 

table (comments won’t be saved to IniFile table; duplicated 

sections or keys will be merged). Selecting this option allows 

updating INI file values keeping initial order of the INI sections 

and file structure. 

Feature 

<a selected feature> 
A feature, to which new components of imported files will be 

assigned. 

[ x ] Create new feature 

The “PACE_Complete” feature for the per-machine files and 

“PACE_UserPart” feature for the per-user files will be created 

and linked with components of imported files. The 

“PACE_UserPart” will be the parent feature for the 

“PACE_Complete” one. 

Media type 

New Cab file Imported files will be compressed into the external CAB file. 

Uncompressed 
Imported files will be copied to the folder of the opened MSI 

package and left uncompressed. 

Existing 
Imported files will be compressed into the recently created 

external CAB file. 
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3.6.3 Registry 

3.6.3.1 Add Registry Key 
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3.6.3.2 Add Registry Value 
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3.6.3.3 Import Registry 
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Settting 

group 
Selected Value Description 

Feature 

<a selected feature> 
A feature, to which new components of imported registry will be 

assigned. 

[ x ] Create new feature 

The “PACE_Complete” feature for the per-machine registry 

entries and “PACE_UserPart” feature for the per-user registry 

entries will be created and linked with components of imported 

entries. The “PACE_UserPart” will be the parent feature for the 

“PACE_Complete” one. 
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3.6.4 Shortcuts 

3.6.4.1 Add Shortcut to File or Folder 
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3.6.4.2 Add URL Shortcut 
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3.6.4.3 Import Shortcuts 
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3.7 Edit Project 

3.7.1 Pre-Condition 
Open a project file following the instructions below: 
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3.7.2 File and Folders 
MSI Generator filters captured files and folders automatically, and puts excluded (filtered) ones to 

the right pane, named ‘Files Excluded’, and the rest of resources – to the left pane, named ‘Files 

Included’. Resources from the ‘Files Included’ pane will be saved to your package, and resources 

from the ‘Files Excluded’ will not be a part of the package, it will be kept as excluded ones only in 

the project. Note that you can include or exclude necessary resources at any time. 

 

3.7.2.1 Exclude Files and Folders 

Exclude unnecessary resources from the project. 
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3.7.2.2 Include Files and Folders 

Include necessary resources, previously excluded from the project. 
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3.7.2.3 Add Custom Folder 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 106 

 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 107 

3.7.2.4 Import Files 
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3.7.3 Registry 
MSI Generator filters captured registry entries automatically, and puts excluded (filtered) ones to 

the right pane, named ‘Registry Excluded’, and the rest of resources – to the left pane, named 

‘Registry Included’. Resources from the ‘Registry Included’ pane will be saved to your package, and 

resources from the ‘Registry Excluded’ will not be a part of the package, it will be kept as excluded 

ones only in the project. Note that you can include or exclude necessary resources at any time. 

 

3.7.3.1 Exclude Registry Entries 

Exclude unnecessary resources from the project. 
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3.7.3.2 Include Registry Entries 

Include necessary resources, previously excluded from the project. 
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3.7.3.3 Import Registry 
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3.7.3.4 Export Registry 
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3.7.4 Shortcuts 

3.7.4.1 Import Shortcut 
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3.8 Edit App-V 
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3.9 Publish Package to SCCM 

NOTE Please ensure that a target system contains necessary software: 

 Microsoft SCCM server version: SCCM 2007 (SP1/SP2/R1/R2) or SCCM 2012 

(SP1/SP2/R2/R2 SP1) 

 Microsoft Management Framework 3.0 
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3.10 Generate Package Report 

NOTE PACE Suite supports Word Document (.DOCX) and Excel Workbook (.XLSX) format   

           types and allows generating a report with no Microsoft Office installed on the system. 
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3.11 Validate Package 
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3.12 Calculate Package Complexity 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 134 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 135 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 136 

 

 



Getting Started 
PACE Suite 4.2 

pg. 137 

3.13 Create Discovery Documentation 

Record all your on-screen actions into a nice looking document with screenshots and annotations. 

Such document could contain installation and configuration instructions and whatever. 

NOTE In order to take screenshots of application, which is launched with elevated permissions, 

launch Docu Generator also with elevated permissions. 
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Option Description 

Save user actions 
This option adds to the document the information about names of controls (which 

were clicked on) and names of the captured windows and dialog boxes. 

Show mouse position 
This option adds to the document information about mouse pointer position and 

highlight it with a red circle on screenshots. 

Show started application 

info 

This option adds to the document information about paths and command line 

arguments of the launched application. 

Show contents of edited 

fields 

This option adds to the document contents of input fields of the captured windows 

and dialog boxes. 

Template 

Docu Generator supports Microsoft Word (DOT/DOTX) and HTML/MHT templates to 

be used for document creation. To use a template, specify its file path in the “Save 

Results” window. 

In order to mark a position where screenshots and comments are to be placed to, 

add the following textual placeholder into a template: 

[SCR] 

You can specify placeholder [SCR] in the existing table in a template. In this case, the 

placeholder points to a cell where screenshots should start, while a column to the 

right of it will be populated with comments. 

If the placeholder is located outside a table, then a new table for screenshots and 

comments will be created. A Docu Generator-default table style will be used. 

If a placeholder is not found, screenshots and comments will be appended to the end 

of the template. You will be warned about this in the Save Results window 

 

NOTE To let you return to your scenario later, Docu Generator always creates DSCN file along  

           with the output file in an output folder. 

 

NOTE If Microsoft Word is unavailable on the machine, the option of saving DOC file is inactive,  

           but you still can save a DSCN file and convert it on a machine with MS Office installed later. 
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4 References 

4.1 More information and contact 

 

Product website http://pacesuite.com  

  

Support email pace-support@infopulse.com  

  

Support Portal http://pacesuite.com/support 

 

 

4.2 PACE Suite in social and professional networks 

 

 
itninja.com/pace  

  

 
@pacesuite  

  

 fb.com/pacesuite 

  

 
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/PACE-Suite-APS-

community-4765703 
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